[image: ][image: ] ☐  Extended Writing Stamina: I can maintain legible, joined handwriting across long, multi-paragraph written tasks (e.g., assessments, stories) without hand fatigue.  
☐  Relaxed Mechanical Hold: I can use a relaxed, comfortable tripod grip and balanced desk posture to write smoothly at speed with efficient pen pressure.  
 


✏️ Stage 4: Stamina & Performance
☐  Consistency of No-Entry Joins: I can consistently join letters using baseline diagonal or horizontal top-exit pathways, starting letters directly from the baseline without loops.
☐  Execution of Break Letters: I can use clean, unjoined exits for designated break letters without trailing drag-hooks.
 g ☐    j ☐    y ☐    p ☐    q ☐    x ☐    z ☐    s ☐   
☐  Parallel Ascender Heights: I can keep tall ascenders (b, d, f, h, k, l, t) parallel and uniform in height without meeting the lines above. 

✏️ Stage 3: Seamless Joins
☐  Uniformity of Slant: I can maintain a consistent, parallel slope on all ascenders, descenders, and vertical components across a full page of writing.  
☐  Proportional Word Spacing: I can maintain equal, proportional spacing between words, proportional to the height and x-height of written characters.  
☐  Baseline Straightness: I can keep my words neatly aligned and sitting flat along standard ruled lines without wavering, even under speed.

✏️ Stage 2: Precision & Symmetry
☐  Context-Based Presentation: I can choose the appropriate handwriting style based on the task (e.g., fast, neat printing for math grids or science diagrams, vs. highly styled cursive for presentations).  
☐  Unjoined Print Under Speed: I can use clear, rapid, unjoined print for quick-fire drafting, brainstorming, or detailed annotating
☐  Polished Display Handwriting: I can produce fluent, elegant, and decorative 'No Lead-in' cursive when creating finished writing for display or audience reading.  

✏️ Stage 1: Adaptive Style Selection
Year 5 Handwriting Checklist
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