[image: ][image: ]☐  I can use diagonal joins without an entry hook, joining letters neatly from the baseline (e.g., 'in', 'un', 'ed').
 in ☐    un ☐    ed ☐   
☐  I can form neat horizontal or top-exit 'washing line' joins (e.g., 'oo', 'on', 'vi', 'wi').
 oo ☐    on ☐    vi ☐    wi ☐   
☐  I can join neatly to and from tall letters with ascenders (e.g., 'th', 'ch', 'll', 'ck').
 th ☐    ch ☐    ll ☐    ck ☐   
☐  I can recognise and correctly form break letters (g, j, y, p, q, x, z, s) without joining them to the next letter.
 g ☐    j ☐    y ☐    p ☐    q ☐    x ☐    z ☐    s ☐   

✏️ Stage 4: Practical Application
✏️ Stage 3: Fluency & Style Integration
✏️ Stage 2: Sizing, Heights and Spacing
☐  I can form neat, consistent ascenders and descenders that are the correct size and do not touch the lines above or below.  
☐  I can keep my short letters (such as a, c, e, m, n, o, r, s, u, v, w, x, z) the same height.  
☐  I can leave clear, even spaces between words and between lines of writing.  

☐  I can use the 'No Lead-in' handwriting style consistently in all of my writing.  
☐  I can form and join my letters automatically and fluently so that I can focus on what I am writing. 

☐  I can use a comfortable tripod pencil grip and good posture so that I can write for longer without my hand becoming tired.  
☐  I can use neat, fluent and joined handwriting in my independent work, spelling tests and writing across the curriculum.  

✏️ Stage 1: No Lead-in Joining Joins
Year 3 Handwriting Checklist
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