[image: ][image: ][image: ]☐  CVC Word Formation: I can write simple, short words (like cat, pin, and map) with neat letters. [ELG]
☐  Horizontal Alignment: I can make my letters and words sit nicely in a straight line, even if there are no lines on my page! [LJ]
☐  Clear Word Spacing: I can remember to put a "finger space" between my words so they don't bump into each other. (ELG / LJ)

✏️ Stage 3: Printed Letter Formation
✏️ Stage 4: Word Writing & Application
☐  Long Ladder Letters: I can correctly form downward-straight letters starting from the top. (LJ) 
 l ☐    t ☐    i ☐    j ☐    u ☐    y ☐   
☐  One-armed Robot Letters: I can correctly form letters that go down, bounce up, and curve over.
 r ☐    b ☐    n ☐    h ☐    m ☐    k ☐    p ☐   
☐  Curly Caterpillar Letters: I can curl around like a little caterpillar (starting at 2 o'clock and going backwards). (LJ)
 c ☐    a ☐    d ☐    g ☐    q ☐    o ☐    e ☐    s ☐     ☐   
☐  Zig-zag Monster Letters: I can correctly form letters containing diagonal or slanting lines. (LJ)
 v ☐    w ☐    x ☐    z ☐   
☐  Letter Consistency: My letters always start in the right place, go the right way, and finish beautifully! (ELG]
☐  Capital Letters: I can make big, tall capital letters that look different from my small letters. [LJ]

☐ Line Tracer: I can draw straight lines, zig-zags, and curly loops from left to right without stopping! (LJ) 
☐ Big to Small: I can make big shapes in the air with my whole arm, and then draw those same shapes tiny on my paper. (LJ) 
☐ Starting Spot: I always start drawing at the top of my page and move my pencil from left to right. [EYFS / LJ]

✏️ Stage 2: Pre-Writing & Spatial Awareness
☐ My Writing Posture: I can sit up nice and tall like a soldier, with my chair tucked in and my feet flat on the floor! [LJ] 
☐ My Pencil Grip: I can hold my pencil using a tripod grip. [ELG / LJ]
 ☐ My Helping Hand: I have a favourite writing hand, and I use my other "helper hand" to hold my paper steady. [ELG] 
☐ My Strong Fingers: I can build strong finger muscles by using tools like scissors, paintbrushes, and pegboards. [ELG]

✏️ Stage 1: Stage 1: Physical Readiness & Grip
Reception Handwriting Checklist
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