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Entitlement and curriculum provision

Spelling is taught as part of a planned programme, following the requirements of the Revised National Curriculum. In addition, reading and writing sessions afford many opportunities for talking about spelling and revisiting and practising strategies.

The teaching of spelling of subject specific vocabulary occurs in all subjects and opportunities are made in these lessons to reinforce spelling work undertaken in dedicated spelling lessons. 
Aims:

· To teach spelling systematically throughout the school.

· To promote a positive and confident attitude towards spelling.

· To guide each child towards becoming an effective speller using a range of strategies.
· To understand the principles underpinning word construction (phonemic, morphemic and etymological)

· To encourage children to explore words and vocabulary, using ambitious vocabulary in their writing.
· To encourage independence and self-evaluation as part of their spelling development.

· To recognise the importance of spelling as a lifelong skill.

Teaching and Learning

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1

Use of a high quality phonic programme

High quality phonic work is taught systematically from Reception to Year 2. Daily phonics lessons continue to be taught to pupils in KS2 where needed, in particular for those children who did not pass the phonics screening retest in Year 2. Letters and Sounds is used together with Floppy Phonics resources. For children requiring additional support (those identified at the end of Reception and those children who did not pass the year 1 screening check) the “Quick Fix” phonics program or the Letters and Sounds program is delivered to small groups. 
A discrete period of phonics teaching takes place daily (these may vary in length depending on the year group).

Children will be taught:

· the grapheme-phoneme correspondence in a clearly defined sequence

· the skill of segmenting and blending words into their constituent phonemes to spell.

· that blending and segmenting are reversible processes.

Overview of Phases 1-6

Phase One supports the development of speaking and listening.

Phase Two marks the start of systematic phonic work. Grapheme-phoneme correspondence is introduced. The process of segmenting whole words and selecting letters to represent those phonemes is taught, writing the letters to encode words.

Phase Three completes the teaching of the alphabet and then moves on to sounds represented by more than one letter, learning one representation for each of the 42 phonemes. Just one grapheme/spelling is given at this stage for each phoneme.

Phase Four children start to read and spell words containing adjacent consonants. There are no new phonemes in this phase.

Phase Five looks at the alternative spellings/pronunciations for some phonemes.

Phase Six develops spelling strategies including word specific spellings eg see/sea, spelling of words with prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters where necessary. Also, the accurate spelling of words containing unusual GPCs is developed eg laughs, two.

High Frequency Words

Throughout each phase the tricky high frequency words will be taught.

Children will use a variety of methods including mnemonics and the Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check system for learning a new spelling. Each teacher uses a variety of methods to ensure the correct spelling of the high frequency words appropriate to each phase plus topic specific vocabulary. Posters and word mats showing tricky words are also displayed.
Teachers should recognise worthy attempts (phonetic spelling) made by children to spell words but should also correct them selectively and sensitively.

Transition from Year 1 to Year 2

Children will have followed a programme of discrete phonics teaching in the Reception Year and in Year 1. By the end of Year 1, the expectation is that most children will be working within/secure at phase 5, though further work will be required to ensure they have the knowledge and understanding of alternative spellings for each phoneme. This is addressed in the spelling objectives for Year 2. The spelling programme (RWI Spelling Year 2) is undertaken by children daily to reinforce the phase 6 spelling objectives. The Grammar and Spelling Bug program also supports spelling from Year 1. Some children will continue to receive specific phased phonic intervention lessons in addition to the RWI program. 
Key Stage 2

Throughout KS2, phonic knowledge continues to underpin spelling. KS2 children follow the No Nonsense Spelling program. This is complemented by a wide variety of resources and games including Spelling and Grammar Bug, Spell its, Espresso, Education City and TES Spelling. The statutory wordlists for years 3/4 and Years 5/6 contain a mixture of words pupils frequently use and words which are commonly misspelt. Children will develop different strategies for memorising high-frequency or topic words.  In KS2 pupils are taught to understand the role of morphology and etymology. Relationships between words are explored.
Where necessary, some pupils will consolidate the phonic knowledge and skills from Key Stage 1 with a four times weekly phonics session.
Learning and practising spelling
Memory strategies

Syllables
To learn my word I can listen to how many syllables there are so I can 
break it into smaller bits to remember (e.g. Sep-tem-ber, ba-by)

Base words 
To learn my word I can find its base word and add       
prefixes/suffixes (e.g. jumping – base  jump+ing).                                              
Analogy 
To learn my word I can use words that I already know to help me (e.g. 

would, should, could).
Mnemonics 
To learn my word I can make up a sentence to help me remember it (e.g. could – O U Lucky Duck; people – people eat orange peel like elephants)
Application of spelling in writing

Children should be able to spell an ever-increasing number of words accurately and to check and correct their work. This process is supported through:

· shared writing: the teacher demonstrates how to apply spelling strategies while writing and teaches proof reading skills;

· guided and independent writing: the children apply what they have been taught. This is the opportunity to think about the whole writing process: composition as well as spelling, handwriting and punctuation;

· marking the children’s work: the teacher can assess their progress and their ability to understand and apply what has been taught, then identify targets for further improvement;

· teaching and practising handwriting: learning and practising a fluent joined style will support the children’s spelling development.

Homework and tests
Spellings are given weekly from an appropriate point during year 1 using the Rising Stars spelling program linked to the 2014 spelling curriculum. Particularly with younger children, spellings are given which apply the children’s phonic knowledge. In all year groups common exception words are also practised.
Children are encouraged to use the look, cover, write check method to learn their spellings and to write out their words in sentences for an extension activity. 

Teachers should provide meaningful feedback on the tests and use the results to inform further planning and provision.

Assessment
Teachers will:

· Set clear expectations when the children start to write, reminding them of the strategies, rules and conventions that they can apply.

· Analyse children’s errors.

· Provide feedback and time to respond.

When marking, teachers do not correct beyond what has been taught about spelling. Once a child is secure in their spelling of a word, it will not be accepted spelt incorrectly. Spellings which have been corrected in marking in Key Stage 2 should be rewritten by children using the Look-Say-Cover-Write-Check method. When assessing spelling, this is mainly done through spelling in context. For example: ( Spellings in an unseen, dictated sentence ( Spellings in independent writing. In addition, we use half-termly Rising Stars SPAG tests to support our teacher assessments in Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling.
Spelling scores are entered into spreadsheets on staff share by class teachers.
Using dictionaries and spelling checkers

Each class has age-appropriate dictionaries and thesauruses. Children should be taught to use a dictionary and use one to check tricky spellings. As well as carrying out investigations using dictionaries and undertaking specific dictionary work, the children are also encouraged to have dictionaries on the table during Guided Reading in order to research the meaning of an unknown word.
Computing
From reception to Year 6 children will have regular opportunities to use computers. A range of spelling games and apps are available helping to reinforce spelling skills. As computing skills develop, this provides additional support for spelling, for example through the provision of word banks of key vocabulary and the use of spelling and grammar checks.

Links with handwriting
Developing a fluent joined style is an important part of learning to spell and the teaching of spelling and handwriting should be closely linked.

Handwriting sessions. As children are taught the basic joins they can practise joining digraphs as one joined unit. This can develop into practising letter strings and complete words linked to the specific focus for teaching in the spelling unit. High-frequency words can be demonstrated and practised as joined units (e.g. the, was, said).

Spelling sessions. The children need to see the target words written in joined script as frequently as possible and to practise writing words.
Inclusion
Where pupils have made limited progress, a targeted programme is required. Individual, differentiated programmes for teaching and support are drawn up as appropriate by the teacher in consultation with the SEND coordinator and parents. The aim of which is to enable children to progress, succeed and catch up. Additional advice may also be sought from the educational psychologist. There are a number of programs available to support children who are not meeting age-related expectations such as Quick Fix phonics and Nessie Spelling.
Able Pupils

We ensure that children who have a spelling aptitude are challenged to extend this further and given the opportunity to excel.  This may be through additional targeted support, additional lessons, and differentiation within class or homework tasks. Children take part in the annual Spelling Bee competition.
Resources

Teachers draw upon the Revised National Curriculum and a variety of other resources to support engaging spelling activities. The classroom environment should provide resources to support Word Level Work, related to the ability of the children in that class. These may include:-

· Dictionaries and thesauruses

· Displays of vocabulary which the children actively use including VCOP resources

· Sound mats /phoneme posters

· Alternative Graphemes posters

· Word banks

· Spelling aids

· Word Level support materials e.g. toys, magnetic letters, letter or word fans, card games, investigation cards, PIPS games.

· Editing key for self-correcting errors. 
