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Hadrian Primary School

English Policy

Aims and objectives 



The study of English develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, using language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings. It enables children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different situations. The revised English National Curriculum is followed as is the Communication, Language and Literacy section of the statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.  Across the whole curriculum we aim to provide an integrated programme of spoken language, reading and writing, developing pupil’s abilities with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce in all subject areas. The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in school.
The aims of English are:

· to enable children to speak confidently and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English, adapting their speech to a wide range of circumstances, audiences and demands, and taking account of their listeners.
· to participate in discussions, presentations, performances and debates, evaluating their own and others’ contributions.
· to have an interest in words, their meanings and origins, developing an increasing vocabulary including a technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.
· to develop phonic knowledge to decode accurately and segment to spell words applying their understanding of letters and sounds, word structures and patterns.

· to develop into confident, independent and reflective readers accessing texts for both pleasure and information.
· to engage and respond a range of text types and genres.
· to write in a variety of styles, organising their ideas to suit both purpose and reader.
· to develop a fluent handwriting style.
The Teaching of English


At Hadrian Primary School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in English lessons, taking account of pupils’ needs and interests. Hadrian Primary School incorporates English initiatives, government guidance and individual flair. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding in English. We do this through discrete differentiated ability phonic sessions, guided reading sessions, and English lessons that have a proportion of whole-class and group teaching. During these lessons children experience a wide range of drama, speaking and listening and reading activities, which immerse the child in the genre/text, and which leads to the child confidently writing in the focused genre. All classes follow the Literature Spine giving a focus text for year groups to expose the children to inspirational authors, a range of genres and key texts. Children use ICT in English lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and using multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum.



There are children of differing ability in all classes at Hadrian Primary School. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in other lessons we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to support some children and to enable work to be matched to the needs of individuals.

English Curriculum Planning 



English is a core subject in the Revised National Curriculum. We plan using the 2014 English curriculum. In the Foundation Stage the Communication, Language and Literacy section of the statutory Framework is followed. We use long, medium and short term plans in English.
Speaking and Listening 


Speaking and Listening encompasses the whole curriculum and is the vehicle for further language development. Pupil’s language reflects the heritage and local culture and is valued and built upon. It is also important that pupils become competent in the use of Standard English enabling them to use whichever is most appropriate to purpose, audience and situation.
Phonics 

Phonics is taught in a highly structured programme of daily lessons across FS/KS1and KS2 (as appropriate) in groups differentiated according to children’s phonic awareness and development. The Letters and Sound programme is followed, providing a synthetic approach to the teaching of phonics. This is supplemented by Floppy Phonics, Quick Fix phonics, Education City, Espresso and other ICT games. Each session gives an opportunity for children to revisit their previous experience, be taught new skills, practise together and apply what they have learned.
Phases of the Phonics Programme
Children in Nursery begin with Phase 1 which provides a range of listening activities through play, to develop their listening skills. Progress is tracked at the end of each term. As children move into Reception they continue to build upon the listening activities and are introduced to Phase 2 which marks the start of systematic phonic work. Grapheme-phoneme correspondence is introduced. The process of segmenting whole words and selecting letters to represent those phonemes is taught, writing the letters to encode words. Phase 3 completes the teaching of the alphabet and then moves on to cover sounds represented by more than one letter, learning one representation for each of the 44 phonemes. At this stage, just one spelling is given for each phoneme. When children become secure they continue into Phase 4 where they start to read and spell words containing adjacent consonants. No new phonemes are introduced at this phase. It is expected that children will enter Phase 5 as they begin year 1, looking at alternative spellings for some phonemes and allowing the children to see the range of ways phonemes can be represented. It is expected that children entering Year 2 will start Phase 6 which develops a variety of spelling strategies including word specific spellings eg see/ sea, spelling of words with prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters where necessary. Also, the accurate spelling of words containing unusual GPC's eg laughs, two. In Year 2 the RWI Spelling program is followed.
The school spelling programs complement the phonics learning from Reception through to the end of KS2. The spelling of high frequency and tricky words are taught continuously throughout the phases.

Phonics Assessment
Children’s progress is continually reviewed to allow for movement between ability groups, and children move phonics group when it is felt necessary to meet their needs. Children are formally assessed at the end of each term using Phonics Tracker.com. Y1 children and Y2 children retaking the Phonics screening test are assessed in September, January and April using the previous test. 

The national Phonics screening check is performed in June of Year 1. Prior to this, the Year 1 phonics workshop gives parents information about how they can support their children at home with phonics. The purpose of the screening check is to confirm that all children have learned phonic decoding to an age-appropriate standard. The children who did not meet the required standard for the check in year 1 enter again in year 2 with additional support. As children enter KS2, provision is made for those children still requiring daily phonics.

Reading
At Hadrian Primary School children will learn to read with confidence, fluency and understanding, providing them with the skills required to achieve a lifetime of enjoyment through reading.

Children read in school independently, in guided groups, with reading buddies, and as a shared class session. They listen to adults and other children read, taking part in paired reading with their own and other age groups. The programmes of study for reading at Key Stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: word reading and comprehension (both listening and reading).
Reading in School
Many activities take place which promote pre-reading skills. Children become aware of print in their environment and match pictures and words. Language comprehension is developed by talking and reading to the children. As children gain phonic knowledge they start the process of decoding.

Initially, as children learn to read, they are given a picture book with no words. The intention is that they will share the book and develop their story language generated by the pictures. Gradually as the children's knowledge of letters and sounds develop they begin to phonetically decode words. 

Our reading books are organised into coloured Book Bands. Children are assessed regularly and move onto the next Book Band when their fluency and understanding show that they are ready. We use Bug Club to support reading both at school and at home. Children move through the Book Bands until they reach the required standard to become a Free-Reader, choosing a book to read from our well-stocked school or class libraries. In addition to a personalised reading book, children can take a book home from the school library. In the Infant department we welcome parents into school weekly to select books with their children. In KS2 there is a greater emphasis on comprehension with most children decoding easily. All classes follow the Literature Spine giving focus texts for year groups to expose the children to inspirational authors, a range of genres and key texts. Children are exposed to a range of poetry, learning poems and rhymes by heart. Storytelling and retelling are a valuable part of the English curriculum. Throughout the year visiting theatre groups perform for the children, some actively involving the children. Play scripts are used and performed in school.
Developing Reading for Pleasure
We try to encourage a love of reading by holding book themed days eg Roald Dahl Day and events both as individual classes and across the whole school. eg Reading Challenges such as World Book Day, National Poetry Day, theatre groups and Readathon. We have strong links with The Word at South Shields and children are encouraged to participate in the summer reading challenge as well as having workshops and trips throughout the year. Senior Management reading assemblies take place regularly, introducing children to a variety of literature. At the end of each school day, fifteen minutes is devoted to Reading for Pleasure. A Scholastic Book Fair is held every other year to allow all children the chance to look at new books of all genres and hopefully purchase a new book of their own to take home! 
In our school library, we promote an author and theme of the month. Children's suggestions for new books are encouraged and purchased. The Reading Cloud linked to the school library allows children to access hundreds of e books, both at home and school. Children are encouraged to write blogs and book reviews which are after scrutiny by the Library co-ordinator, uploaded onto the school system. The Reading Cloud also allows children to recommend and request books for the school library. 
Assessment of Reading
Reading is assessed regularly and monitored on the school tracking system. In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children’s progress through the colour bands is tracked and children causing concern are monitored. Interventions are planned by class teachers as appropriate.  In KS1 and 2, Rising Stars reading tests are also used to monitor progress. Liaison with the school SENCO and external agencies is arranged for children who require additional support and reading intervention strategies. 

Writing and handwriting
Children in the Foundation stage are given access to a wide range of writing materials and are surrounded by a print rich environment. Children’s manipulative, gross and fine motor skills are developed by an extensive range of activities such as Write Dance and dough-gym. Opportunities for writing are embedded into all areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum. As children learn letter sounds they are shown the correct letter formation and this is incorporated into their independent/supported writing. The programmes of study for writing at Key Stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).

Speaking and listening forms a key part in writing and we believe if a child can’t say a sentence then they cannot write a sentence. Continuing all the way through school, talk for writing is embedded in every phase of the writing sequence. Word and language games (VCOP- Vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation) stimulate and develop vocabulary prior to our weekly “Big Write”. In KS1 children learn to communicate meaning in narrative and non-narrative forms. This continues into KS2 where children are taught to write in a range of genres writing down their ideas fluently, spelling quickly and accurately and using effective composition. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Role-play and drama strategies eg conscience alley and hot seating are used as a stimulus for writing. Shared writing, whereby the teacher models the writing process involves high levels of collaboration from the children individually or through partner work. Guided writing places the responsibility of writing onto the pupil, working with a group of similar ability children. Pupils are taught to plan, revise and evaluate their own writing and that of others. Children take pride in their work and are taught good posture when writing and how to write holding a pencil properly, writing from left to right across the page, forming correctly sized letters with finger spaces before embarking on joining letters to form a cursive script. Pen licenses are awarded when handwriting is of an excellent standard.
Spelling
Through synthetic phonics children are taught different ways of spelling sounds (graphemes) and apply their knowledge in writing words, caption and sentences. Alongside decodable words, the reading and spelling of tricky words (those which can't be sounded out) are taught. Phase 6 of the Letters and Sounds program focuses on spelling strategies, this is taught using the Y2 RWI Spelling program.

 In KS2 we encourage children to explore words and think about the origins and connections between words. Wordlists for Years 3&4 and Years 5&6 are taught and contain a mixture of frequently used words as well as those that children often misspell. We try to embed spelling opportunities in all areas of the curriculum. The Non-Nonsense Spelling Program supports spelling from Y2-Y6 as well as the Spelling and Grammar Bug online resource.
Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
Through talk and reading children's vocabulary is developed. Children are taught grammatical concepts and then encouraged to apply and identify these in the written and spoken word. Specific punctuation and grammatical terminology is taught in each year group. The Spelling and Grammar Bug online resource as well as No- Nonsense Grammar supports SPAG work. 
Assessment and recording



Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help teachers to adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. They assess pupils’ progress against the key objectives and assessment focuses to help them plan for the next steps in the child’s learning. They use an on-line standardised recording format for this (classroom monitor). Teachers track children’s progress, at least half- termly. Children are tested using the Rising Stars SPAG test half-termly from Year 1. This contributes to end of school year data and they use this data to measure progress against school, local authority and national targets. With the help of these assessments, teachers set targets for the next school year and summarize the progress of each child before discussing it with the child’s parents. The next teacher also uses these assessments as the basis for planning work for the new school year. Children undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6.  


The subject leader keeps samples of children’s written work in a portfolio. This demonstrates what the expected level of achievement is in English in each year of the school. Teachers meet regularly to review and moderate individual examples of work against the agreed standards.
Resources


      There is a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All classrooms have dictionaries and a range of age-appropriate small apparatus. Classroom displays support the teaching of English. All classrooms have a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts as well as the designated Literature Spine year group books. Centrally stored are Big Books, Guided Reading Books and teacher’s handbooks.  Children have access to the Internet and many programs which support the teaching of English through their classroom computer, the computing suite and the shared laptops. The library contains a range of books to support children’s interests and individual research.

Monitoring and review



Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in English is the responsibility of the English subject leader and the senior management team. The Deputy Head teacher (assessment coordinator) is responsible for the assessment of English. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. In consultation with the SMT, areas for further improvement are recorded on the development plan. The leader has fortnightly allocated regular management time to enable him/her to sometimes work alongside a member of the senior management team to review samples of the children’s work, undertake planning scrutinies, conduct pupil interviews, develop policy and undertake lesson observations of English teaching across the school. The named governor responsible for literacy meets annually with the subject leader to review progress.
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