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Principles of the council

Our school council will comprise of the year Six house captains, nominated by their peers, to represent the rest of the school. There will also be one member of the SMT, one member of staff and if possible a school governor, discussing on a half termly basis, matters that interest or concern the children in general. There will be the opportunity to discuss both individual class matters brought by the representatives, to the council and also times when items on the agenda are determined by the school. The council will have the opportunity to discuss and make decisions and finances permitting will have access to a small budget in order to address issues more quickly. The Head teacher will oversee any decisions or action discussed and will have the final say in allowing any action to go ahead.

Organisation of the council

· There will be one whole school council, comprising the school house captains, one member of staff and if possible a member of the school governing body.

· It will meet on a regular half-termly basis.

· Well before each meeting, each class will discuss matters that interest or concern the class as a whole or items that have been determined by the school. Matters of interest/ concern will then be submitted to the member of staff leading the school council, (Mr Brown) for inclusion on the agenda for discussion by the council.

· There will be an agenda for each meeting. Each child will have a copy of the agenda.

· The children in years five and six will go to the classes where children do not have representatives and explain the decisions that have been made, after each meeting or alternatively, this can be done in assemblies or by the Deputy Head or Head Teacher.

· The school council meetings will be chaired initially by the member of staff (Mr Brown).

· Council meetings will take place (where possible) in lunchtimes, emphasising the importance that is attached to this initiative. 

· Notes will be kept of each meeting, handwritten by the chair. These will then be word processed into minutes, by the council members. The chair will check these.

· Once a council meeting has taken place and the minutes produced, matters can then be discussed at a full staff meeting.

Membership of the council
· There will be house captains to represent all of the classes in school.

· The representatives from the Key Stage One classes: Key Stage Onwe will be represented by a ,member of staff from that Key Stage, as well as the house captains.

· The representatives from each Key Stage Two classes: These will consist of the house captains.

· The house captains are equally represented of boys and girls.

· The representatives will remain on the council for a year.

· The member of the governing body will be invited to join the council. They must be available to attend the council meetings, which will occur during the school day. 

· The purpose of having other adults on the council is threefold. It emphasises to the children the importance of the council, it enables those adults to gain a deeper insight into what is happening in school and in their role as ‘observer’, they can help to move the discussions / decision making forward, if necessary, by sensitive questioning.

· The adults will not be able to vote on issues.

Implementation of the plan

The process of implementation will be carefully phased to enable the establishment of a successful council. Introducing the idea to the children, informing the parents, establishing a member of staff and a governor and giving the children enough time to prepare election speeches and sufficient time to enable meaningful voting to take place, is important, therefore it is anticipated that we will be up and running efficiently by September 2003.

Schools Council

Information for children

What is a school council?

A school council is a chance for children and staff to get together as a smaller group to discuss issues that affect everybody. For example how can we keep the yard, a safe place to play? It is a chance for all of the children in the school to have their say, but it is not a place to ask for things that are beyond staff control. For example new classrooms or a sweet shop!

How does the school council work?

The school council works as a team, developing ideas, sharing resources and feeding back suggestions to every class.

Why have a school council?

To make sure that the staff in school, don’t make all the decisions, that affect the children, children should have some power to make, or contribute to rules that are going to affect them. Some rules need to be seen from a child’s point of view.

There is also a school council so that if a child has an idea, they have somewhere for it to be heard and where appropriate, it can be acted upon.

What will the school council do?

The school council will try to make the school better by improving the environment and make the yard a safe place to play by having people to go to if you have a problem.

